
And when Buddha nature is manifested, not a speck is added, and 
when it is concealed, not a hair is lost. When the various things are 
put together, it becomes this body; when the myriad things are 
obliteratedñcome apart, we refer to it as òOne Mind.ó Clarifying 
the Way and  arousing this Mind should not be sought outside of it. 

 ~Keizan Zenji 
(read by Patricia Wolff at June 26, 2012 memorial) 
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�K���l���D�}�š�Z�•   
�•�(�}�Œ���<���š�Z���Œ�]�v�����d�Z���v���• 

 
I am thinking of oak moths, how, yesterday, 
They hovered and drifted like dandelion seeds, 
Filled the sky with their lightness of wings. 
The oak has sprouted new leaves, and the moths, 
Transformed from eggs, larvae, chrysalises, float 
Like snowflakes around them. I do not know  
Why this image brings me such joy, or why  
It makes me think of you, as, now, you lie, bed- 
Ridden, at home, near death.  Gravity pulls 
Us back to earth.  Before the moths emerged 
The pupae held tight with slender, silk threads. 
Now, the moths drop softly onto leaves, limbs, 
Pathway.  One day, this oak, hundreds of years 
Old, will fall to earth, as you fell, head striking 
Some blunt edge.  I think it is the lightness 
Of the moths, the airy green of the newly grown 
Leaves�³ how you continually transformed 
Yourself, like the moths, like the oak, miracle 
Of life and death, renewal and transformation. 
Soon, your breathing will slow, your heart 
Stop.  You will fall to earth.  But in my mind 
The sky, filled with fluttering wings;  
The oak, with sharp-edged, newly fledged, green 
leaves. 

�•���o�o�]�}�š���Z�µ���Z�}�Á�]�š�Ì-�Z�}�����Œ�š�• 

�´Boundless wind and moon 
�³ the eye within the eyes, 

Inexhaustible heaven and earth 
�³ the light beyond light, 

The willow dark, the flower bright 
�³ ten thousand houses; 

Knock at any door 
�³ �W�K�H�U�H�·�V���R�Q�H���Z�K�R���Z�L�O�O���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�� 

 

We gather to celebrate and mourn Karin Sobun, 
Flower Forest, Grass Writing because life and 
death do not occur in isolation. Meeting this way 
engages our entire humanity�³ both what is enduring 
and what is passing. It is the willingness to be upright 
and stand with Katherine and each other with only 
our humanity, to bear witness and to be  
present.  The power of being here is what emboldens 
all of us to be present to the mystery of being. 
 
 And Katherine is one who knocked on the 
door of ten thousand houses. She touched everyone 
she met. She was an expression of the light beyond 
light. Her manner was warm, gracious, wise, kind and 
attentive; without reservation, without qualification, 
without agenda, she went out to everyone.  Grace, 
attentiveness, wisdom and aliveness were natural for 
this great teacher. That is not to say she did not have 
conflicts�³ she did, but she never skittered away, she 
always stayed. You can say a Zen Teacher is someone 
who waits for you outside your agenda, outside the 
script into which you are always trying to write the 
world, outside your personal story. This is the 
territory where Katherine met each of  us.  
 
 She wanted us to find our own Buddhism, 
not just be Buddhist. When you meet your life, in 
person, each moment, you are Buddhism. The 
fleeting smile of a baby, the sound of the grass 
writing in the wind, on what will you act? What 
moments have turned your life? What has been the 
�M�R�\�����W�K�H���P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���\�R�X�U���O�L�I�H�"���7�K�D�W���Z�D�V���.�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H�·�V��
great concern. What did she expect of us? She wanted 
us to be Buddha: to express our Buddha nature, the 
person everyone would like to be, your fullest and 
widest personality, Buddha in the local form of 
�.�D�W�K�\���� �6�X�V�D�Q���� �6�D�U�D���� �0�D�U�N�� �«�� �D�O�O�� �R�I�� �X�V���� �$�Q�G�� �V�K�H�� �G�L�G��
accept us, more than we might have accepted 
ourselves. She loved us all, possibly more than we 
love ourselves. She wanted nothing more than for 
�H�D�F�K�� �R�I�� �X�V�� �W�R�� �´�R�S�H�Q�� �W�K�H�� �H�\�H�� �Z�L�W�K�L�Q�� �H�\�H�V�µ�� �«�� �D�Q�G�� �W�R��
�U�H�D�O�L�]�H�� �R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V�� �W�R�� �E�H�� �D�� �W�R�U�F�K���� �´�«�W�K�H�� �O�L�J�K�W�� �E�H�\�R�Q�G��
�O�L�J�K�W���µ 
 
 Katherine led a good life, not in the sense 
that she got everything she wanted, or that she 
received good things, but in the sense that she was 
able to live outside herself. Or more precisely, she 
lived for something larger than herself: for her 
community, friends, Sangha, to forget herself and 
take care of others. This is perhaps the way to live a 
very good life.  We are probably not in a position to 
judge whether we are living a good life. One knows 
well enough when we are living a bad life, but as soon 
�D�V�� �V�R�P�H�R�Q�H�� �W�K�L�Q�N�V�� �´�,�� �D�P�� �O�L�Y�L�Q�J�� �D�� �J�R�R�G�� �O�L�I�H�µ���� �L�W�� �L�V��
almost certain not to be so. By forgetting about her 
own self concern, by forgetting about her own good 
life and thinking of the good life of others, Sobun 
Roshi paradoxically led a very good life. You could 
say she lived the model of the bodhisattva, the 
Mahayana Ideal. Through the combination of 
wisdom and compassion, we naturally begin to take 
care of others because we see there is no other.  
There is just the inexhaustible heaven and earth that 
we take care of. 
 
 �7�K�H�� �P�R�V�W�� �F�R�Q�V�R�O�L�Q�J�� �W�K�L�Q�J�� �,�·�Y�H�� �K�H�D�U�G�� �D�E�R�X�W��
�G�H�D�W�K���L�V���E�\���5�L�O�N�H�������´�'�H�D�W�K���L�V���Q�R�W���E�H�\�R�Q�G���R�X�U���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K����
it is the measuring-�O�L�Q�H���D�W���W�K�H���Y�H�V�V�H�O�·�V���E�U�L�P�����Z�H���D�U�H���I�X�O�O��
�Z�K�H�Q�H�Y�H�U�� �Z�H�� �U�H�D�F�K�� �L�W�«�µ�� �(�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �V�R�P�H�R�Q�H��
dies unexpectedly, it helps to feel there is no such 
thing as a half-full life, an unfinished life. There is 
�H�[�D�F�W�O�\�� �.�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H�·�V�� �O�L�I�H���� �D�� �Y�H�V�V�H�O�� �I�X�O�O�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �E�U�L�P�� �D�Q�G��
flowing into eternity. 

 

KARIN SOBUN DAIOSHO  
 
 

�)�O�R�Z�H�U���)�R�U�H�V�W�����*�U�D�V�V���:�U�L�W�L�Q�J 

 

ONLINE TRIBUTES, Biographical and Teaching Links  

 
Monterey Bay & Santa Cruz Zen Centers �6�D�Q�J�K�D  
Santa Cruz Zen Center Memorial Page 
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Local newspapers & magazines 
 �6�D�Q�W�D���&�U�X�]���6�H�Q�W�L�Q�H�O����Legacy, 2002 article 
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�%�X�G�G�K�D�G�K�D�U�P�D���	���6�K�D�P�E�D�O�D���6�X�Q��magazines���������� 

Flickr �)�L�U�H���V�D�O�H���I�R�U���7�D�V�V�D�M�D�U�D 
 

A teaching of Katherine Thanas Roshi: 
 �³Buddha�¶s Miraculous Power�´��included in �:�L�Q�G�E�H�O�O 

(SFZC publication, available free at Google Books) 
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Founders�¶��Altar at SCZC 

Ihai (memorial plaque) on Founders�¶��
altar, Santa Cruz  Zen Center 

 
Life-and�²Death 

 
�:�D�W�H�U���L�V�Q�·�W���I�R�U�P�H�G���E�\���E�H�L�Q�J���O�D�G�O�H�G���L�Q�W�R���D���E�X�F�N�H�W 
Simply the water of the whole Universe has been 
ladled into a bucket 
The water does not disappear because it has been 
scattered over the ground 
It is only that the water of the whole Universe has 
been emptied into the whole universe 
Life is not born because a person is born 
The life of the whole universe has been ladled into 
�W�K�H���K�D�U�G�H�Q�H�G���´�L�G�H�D�µ���F�D�O�O�H�G���´�,�µ 
Life does not disappear because a person dies 
Simply the life of the whole Universe has been 
poured out of this  
�+�D�U�G�H�Q�H�G���´�L�G�H�D�µ���R�I���´�,�µ���E�D�F�N���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�H 

~Kosho Uchiyama Roshi 
(read by Sara Hunsaker at June 26, 2012 memorial) 

 
 

�0�R�Q�W�H�U�H�\���%�D�\���=�H�Q���&�H�Q�W�H�U���K�H�O�G���D���P�H�P�R�U�L�D�O��
�V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���D�W���W�K�H 

�&�K�H�U�U�\���&�H�Q�W�H�U���R�Q���7�X�H�V�G�D�\���-�X�Q�H������ 

�‡�‡�‡ 

A funeral ceremony for the Santa Cruz and 
Monterey Bay Zen Center sanghas was held at Santa 
Cruz Zen Center, Sunday July 1 officiated by 

Katherine Roshi's honshi, 
Tenshin Reb Anderson Roshi 

�‡�‡�‡ 

�:�H�H�N�O�\���P�H�P�R�U�L�D�O���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���Z�H�U�H���K�H�O�G���D�I�W�H�U���]�D�]�H�Q��
�H�D�F�K���6�X�Q�G�D�\���Q�L�J�K�W���W�K�U�X���$�X�J�X�V�W���������D�W���W�K�H���6�D�Q�W�D��

�&�U�X�]���=�H�Q���&�H�Q�W�H�U���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�X�O�P�L�Q�D�W�L�Q�J���(�\�H-
�2�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���&�H�U�H�P�R�Q�\���D�Q�G���D�O�W�D�U���P�H�P�R�U�L�D�O���W�D�E�O�H�W��

�G�H�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���$�X�J�X�V�W�������� 

�‡�‡�‡ 

 

 The death poem of Ikkyu was a favorite of 
Katherine. 

�,���Z�R�Q�·�W���G�L�H 
�,���Z�R�Q�·�W���J�R���D�Q�\�Z�K�H�U�H 

�,�·�O�O���E�H���K�H�U�H 
�%�X�W���G�R�Q�·�W���D�V�N���P�H���D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J 

�,���Z�R�Q�·�W���D�Q�V�Z�H�U 
 
 �7�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���K�D�Y�H���V�W�X�G�L�H�G���W�K�L�V���S�R�H�P���R�I���,�N�N�\�X�·�V��
in the past, just as we do today, wonder where the 
deceased have gone, and what it means to live and die. 
When we saw Katherine in the hospital or under 
hospice care at her home, we all felt her presence. 
Without the ability to speak or move, something of 
Katherine was there. Was she dead or alive, was it 
�.�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H���R�U���Q�R�W�"���,���Z�R�Q�·�W���V�D�\���W�K�D�W���L�W���Z�D�V���Q�R�W���.�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H��
�D�Q�G�� �V�K�H�� �Z�R�Q�·�W�� �D�Q�V�Z�H�U��  �,�� �V�H�H�� �K�H�U�� �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�·�V�� �O�R�Y�H�� �D�Q�G��
their relationship to the Dharma. Is that Katherine? 
�6�K�H�� �Z�R�Q�·�W�� �D�Q�V�Z�H�U���� �,�� �V�H�H�� �W�K�H�� �I�D�F�H�V�� �R�I�� �.�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H�·�V��
students, is part of Katherine in you? Where has she 
�J�R�Q�H�����R�U���L�V���V�K�H���J�R�Q�H���D�W���D�O�O�"�����6�K�H���Z�R�Q�·�W���D�Q�V�Z�H�U�����E�X�W���R�X�U��
tears confirm something has changed. Is Katherine in 
the way you move in the room? Is she in the way you 
bow? The way the doan handles the bells?  Is 
Katherine in our commitment to practice? Is she in 
way we treat each other? In the way we chant? Is she 
the wise and warm presence in our own hearts? Is that 
Katherine?  
 
 �6�K�H���Z�R�Q�·�W���D�Q�V�Z�H�U�� 
 
 Every time we face the loss of a dear one, we 
face our own life question: dead or alive? Am I living 
my own life fully? Am I really living until I die? 
Completely?  Which is the part that matters? Our own 
life pours through our fingers, like the sand in an 
hourglass. Who is it touching, what does it mean and 
when we are gone, where do we go? If we ask Sobun, 
�V�K�H���Z�R�Q�·�W���D�Q�V�Z�H�U�� 

 
~ Eulogy by Rev. Robert Reese 

Monterey Bay Zen Center Memorial Service  
June 26, 2012  

Thanas Roshi Live Oak, Green Gulch 
at first morning sunrise after 100 days memorial 

�*�U�D�V�V���:�U�L�W�L�Q�J�����5�H�P�H�P�E�H�U�L�Q�J���.�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H���7�K�D�Q�D�V 
by June Poe, 2012. Ink and watercolor on paper.  

 
MBZC held a 49-day memorial on Tuesday August 

14 following zazen at the Cherry Center. 

�‡�‡�‡ 

�2�Q���)�U�L�G�D�\�����$�X�J�X�V�W���������D�W�������������D�P 
�7�K�H���6�R�E�X�Q���7�K�D�Q�D�V���0�H�P�R�U�L�D�O���&�H�U�H�P�R�Q�\��

�F�R�P�P�H�Q�F�H�G���D�W���6�D�Q�W�D���&�U�X�]���=�H�Q���&�H�Q�W�H�U���D�Q�G���Z�L�O�O��
�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���R�Q���R�U���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H�������W�K 

�R�I���H�Y�H�U�\���R�W�K�H�U���P�R�Q�W�K�� 

�‡�‡�‡ 

A tree-planting memorial ceremony  for Katherine 
Roshi was held at Green Gulch Farm on September 
30 at 3 pm to mark 100 days following her passing 

from this world.  

�‡�‡�‡ 

�$���P�H�P�R�U�L�D�O���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���D�Q�G���V�S�U�L�Q�N�O�L�Q�J���R�I���D�V�K�H�V���Z�D�V��
�K�H�O�G���D�W���7�D�V�V�D�M�D�U�D���0�D�\������������������ 

�6�H�H���S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�V���E�\���$�Q�Q�H���0�X�U�D�V�N�L 

�)�U�R�P���W�K�H���P�H�P�R�U�L�D�O���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���D�Q�G��
�V�S�U�L�Q�N�O�L�Q�J���R�I���D�V�K�H�V���K�H�O�G���D�W���7�D�V�V�D�M�D�U�D��

�0�D�\������������������ 
�6�H�H���P�R�U�H���S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�V���E�\ 

�$�Q�Q�H���0�X�U�D�V�N�L 


